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Experience has taught us Ihat to effective ly manage a cancer 

both its extent and knowledge of its biology are essential. The 
extent of the disease at presentation remains the single most 
important factor conceming outcome. Traditionally, extent has 
been measured by the stage of disease, which essentially is an 
anatomic class ification based on the primary site of the tumor 
and various common predictable sites of metastasis or extension 
of disease as the disease progresses . The determination and care
ful recording of the extent of disease at the time of presentation 
is essential as it g ives order to the complex dynamic behavior of 
a cancer. This activity is fundamental to patient care, most 
aspects of cancer research, and the establishment and mainte
nance of effective cancer control programs. Knowledge and 

application of cancer stag ing is critical to understanding the 
effectiveness of treatment from an experimental and clinical per
spective. Furthermore, cancer staging is also important in eva lu
ating cancer care programs as it relates to resource allocations. 

ln clinic al practice, cancer staging enh ances the quality of care 
and aids in treatment decision making and promotes and 
encourages good clinica l practice. Furthermore, it should be 
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remembered that cancer staging syste ms, by nature, are not 
meant to be static, but rather respo nsive to changes as new evi
dence becomes available and at the same time these systems 
cannot be expected to change overnight nor should they 
change until ev idence has accumul ated to sugges t improve
ments or d ifferent directions in terms of stag ing class ifications. 

To summari ze, the aims of stag ing are not only to help trea t
ment planning but also to formulate prognosis, and to help 
eva luate the results of treatmen t. Staging should also fac ilitate 
the exchange of information between various cancer centres. 
Staging contribu tes and helps us in the ongo ing investigation 
of malignant diseases. ln sumrnary, cancer staging is the com
mon theme that ties all aspec ts of cance r care toge ther. 

ln this issue of the j ournal seve ral d istinguished world experts 
address a central theme, dealing with issues and controversies, 
as well as, new trends in staging of gyueco log ica l cancer. Their 
perspectives crystallize the state of the art think ing in this 
important field of cancer medicine and point to new direct ions 

for future endeavors. 
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